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Merry Christmas!
I was thinking earlier about ‘this time last year’ and all the challenges of the snow just before
Christmas! This year it’s been the heavy rain that has been the challenge in the last few days. However
it’s not dampened the spirits of the children or staff. I’m writing this just before the Nativity, which is
always a highlight – even if it looks like it’ll be a little wet this year. The children have worked so hard at
learning the songs, carols, musical accompaniments and their lines. Even with a bit of rain, I’m sure it will
be a fantastic performance. And the children (and staff!) are all really looking forward to the panto and
the Christmas dinner and party still to come!
The whole of the Autumn term has been fantastic however. As always, a busy term, with plenty going on
in all classes. All the new children and staff have settled in well and it seems hard to think of a time when
they weren’t here. With the school ‘full’ in most year groups, there’s a wonderful energy around school.
Unfortunately Mr Crocker is the only one who is not as cheerful – he’s managed to come down with
pneumonia so is resting at home, hopefully to recover in time for Christmas Day! He’s very sorry to miss
all the end of term events and wanted me to pass on his ‘Merry Christmas’ wishes.
I hope everyone has the most fantastic Christmas and New Year and enjoys the few extra days off in
January. We look forward to seeing everyone back again on January 9 th! Please make a note of the early
parent’s meetings in the ‘dates’ section in Jan. We’ll be emailing about that in the first days back.
Once again, Merry Christmas! Thank you for everyone’s continued support and have a very merry
Christmas!
Mrs Louise Crocker

News from Squirrels Class
Last week Reception and Preschool made the most of the
icy weather. We walked up the track finding icy puddles
and to see if the lake was frozen over. To warm
ourselves up we made reindeer shortbread

Stay and ‘Be Curious’
You are invited to our new stay and ‘be curious’ group on Monday 14th January
from 9am-11am, for children aged 0-5 years. This will then run every Monday
during term time. The group will be led by Julie
Christopher, our pre-school assistant and will take place in the
Escleyside Hall
Please spread the word to any families that you think might be
interested!

Eco Week!
The first week back after the Christmas break the Eco Committee will be
running an 'Eco Week' from Wednesday 9th January- Friday 11th
January. During this week, the whole school will be taking part in Eco
activities such as; no electricity day, researching environmental impacts,
making posters, designing and making clothes out of recycled items and
holding a trashion show.
For this week to be a success your Eco Committee would like to request that you bring in some
clean and recycled items from Christmas e.g. wrapping paper, envelopes and any other useful
rubbish (please only bring in a few items each as we don't want too much). These items will then
be used across the school to design and make new items such as clothing and toys, ready for our
'trashion show'. We would also like to request that you bring in any unwanted toys or books for
us to carry out a toy/book swap.
We will be having a NO ELECTRICITY day on Friday 11th January. The whole school will mostly not
use electricity for the whole day which will mean no electric heaters, no computers and no lights.
If possible we would like to encourage you to bring in a lunch box for food this day (to reduce the
electricity for cooking the hot dinners) although, of course we will still provide hot dinners for
those who wish. Due to the school having no electricity for this day if you need to contact the
office please use the telephone rather than email. We also ask that for this day you send your
child/ren to school in lots of layers of warm clothing as we won't have the electric heaters on.
On Friday 11th January at 2pm, we would like to invite you to join us for our Eco Presentation
where we would like to show you all the things we have learnt over the week, along with a
trashion show, toy swap and book swap.
We hope we have your support with this day to help us achieve our 'Silver Eco Award'.

Donations for Food Bank
We will be collecting donations to
take to the Food Bank on
Thursday (20th) so please can you
have a look in your cupboards and
send in anything you can. All
donations are much appreciated.
Many thanks.

Thank you from the PTA
The PTA would like to thank the whole school community for taking
part in the Christmas fair to make it such a jolly event - everyone
managed something, from donating towards the fabulous hampers
(which the kids did a brilliant job of designing and really enjoyed), to
baking cakes, helping in the kitchen, running a stall and helping tidy
up. The event was really well attended and you were very generous we managed to raise over £800 profit towards the much needed new
classroom. Your involvement makes such a difference and we hope
you will enjoy events in 2019 - especially the mothers' day brunch,
delicious grub and live music in Vowchurch Hall. We welcome offers to
host a Come Dine with MEPs event, talk to Helen if you'd like support.
Happy Christmas and all the best for 2019 from the PTA.

Small red tablecloth, lost at Christmas Fair.
Last seen on children's craft stall.
Please return to school if you have it. Thank you!

Dates for your Diary
Wednesday 19th Dec

Nativity

Thursday 20th Dec

Trip to Panto 10am performance

Friday 21st Dec

Christmas Dinner and Party

Tuesday 8th Jan 2019

Last day of term
INSET day-no children in school

Wednesday 9th Jan

First day of Spring term

Tuesday 15th Jan

Athletics Event Years 4-6 (selected pupils)

Tuesday 22nd Jan

Parent’s Evening

Wednesday 23rd Jan

Parent’s evening

