
Michaelchurch Escley Primary School 

Curriculum Map - Oak Class 

Year 5 and 6 

Subject Autumn 1 Autumn 2 

English This term’s topic is Charles Darwin and the children 
will be researching his life, in particular his voyage on 
the Beagle and his exploration of the Galapagos 
Islands. Writing tasks based on this topic include: 
producing a fact file; writing letters to Charles Darwin’s 
father to persuade him to let Charles to travel on the 
Beagle and a detailed recount about the class trip to 
Bristol Zoo. 
Regular spellings based on statutory lists and words 
frequently misspelt in class. Children will also 
complete weekly reading comprehension tasks and 
regular handwriting practise. 
The children will write to their Indian pen friends at the 
beginning of this term. 

Continuing with the theme of Charles Darwin, the 
children will: create and write their own creation myth; 
write stories based on historical events and write a 
poem describing and animal of the Galapagos Islands. 
There will also be cross-curricula links with science 
writing a formal, non-chronological report about 
Charles Darwin’s discoveries.   
Regular spellings based on statutory lists and words 
frequently misspelt in class.  
Children will also complete weekly reading 
comprehension tasks and regular handwriting practise. 

Maths This term we will begin by looking place value 
including rounding, negative numbers, prime and non-
prime numbers. The children will then practise the 
written methods of calculation including long 
multiplication and long division (year 6) and expanded 
multiplication and the bus stop method od division 
(year 5). Towards the end of the half term the children 
will look at problems involving fractions 
 
Weekly ‘Times Tables Mountain’ tests will take place 
on Thursday and there will be regular practise of times 
tables including the division facts based on these. 

At the beginning of this half term the focus will be on 
fractions including completing simple calculations with 
fractions. The children will also continue to develop 
their problem solving skills, particularly those involving 
conversions between measures (e.g. m to cm), 24 
hour clock, percentages and fractions. Children will 
also develop an understanding of handling data and 
statistics including bar graphs, line graphs and pie 
charts. 
Weekly ‘Times Tables Mountain’ tests will take place 
on Thursday and there will be regular practise of times 
tables including the division facts based on these. 

Science This term the children will: identify scientific evidence 
that has been used to support or refute Darwin’s ideas 
about evolution; identify how adaptation may 

The children will look at plants and their habitats, how 
flowers are pollinated and plants reproduce (making 
links with genetic inheritance from last half term). They 



lead to evolution and recognise that although living 
things produce offspring of the same 
kind they are not identical to their parents (genetic 
inheritance). 
Our class trip to Bristol Zoo will include a workshop 
about evolution. 

will also study the life of the scientist, Jane Goodall, 
and her work with chimpanzees, and making 
comparisons with how Darwin worked. 

Geography Through our topic the children will learn to locate 
countries Darwin visited on a world map and the 
different biomes in which these countries are found. 
They will also become familiar with the terms: 
Northern and Southern Hemisphere; the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn; longitude and latitude and 
Equator. 

 

History  The children will be learning about Darwin a significant 
individual of the past wo contributed to national 
achievements and the impact his research had on 
Victorian society. We will also consider how our 
knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 

Computing/ICT Taught by Miss Mathews Taught by Miss Mathews 

RE This term we will focus on Christianity, in particular the 
story of Genesis. The children will consider why 
Victorian Christians were so upset by Darwin’s Theory 
of Evolution. 

 

Spanish   

Music Oak class will be focusing on exploring rhythm and 
melody in singing, movement and dance. The children 
will learn about beat, syncopation, pitch and harmony 
and take a trip through music around the world to 
celebrate the universal language of music.  

Using the learning from last term, the children will be 
given opportunity to compose and perform music 
inspired by their local community, both past and 
present. 

DT/Cooking  Use research and develop design criteria to inform the 
design of innovative and functional products that are 
fit for purpose, in the context of making moving 
mechanical animals. The children will learn about and 
use mechanical systems in their products including 



how cams can be used to make a model move. 

Art Using the link with Darwin’s finches the children will 
improve the mastery of art and design techniques, 
through observing and drawing feathers, printing 
feathers, making textures clay tiles and making 3D 
models of birds from newspaper.  

 

PSHE These elements of PSHE will be delivered through RE 
– discrimination; bullying; differences and similarities 
between people. 

We will be considering what makes a community and 
identifying different types of communities (support, 
voluntary and pressure groups).  
The children will also find out about some customs 
and values of people living around the world. This area 
of learning will be delivered as part of our Diwali Day 
celebration and writing to our Indian pen friends. 

PE/Games External provider on a Tuesday afternoon. External provider on a Tuesday afternoon. 

 


