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Introduction 

Michaelchurch Escley Primary School and Preschool is a dynamic, rural school proud of its 
supportive ethos and its beautiful surroundings in the foothills of the Black Mountains. 

 
For many years now, Michaelchurch has held the belief in a happy childhood at its core. 
We do this because we believe that children who feel safe, comfortable and valued have a 
natural inclination to explore - and thus to learn. 

We try to ensure that whilst at Michaelchurch, every child – whatever their background or 
level of need – has the opportunity to explore learning and enjoy their education. We aim 
to provide children with the academic and functional 
skills the world requires through  
active learning via topic teaching and with lots of use of 
the outdoors. We believe this approach not only        
supports children to reach their key educational mile-
stones, but also encourages them to actively explore 
their world and to think and act creatively. 
 
You are more than welcome to come and see for  
yourselves. To arrange a visit, contact; 
admin@michaelchurch-escley.hereford.sch.uk  
or call 01981 510 208. 
 
Louise Crocker, Headteacher 
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About Us 

Michaelchurch Escley Primary is a Local       
Authority School which delivers the National 
Curriculum to a high standard with              
innovative and exciting teaching but in a non
-pressured environment. Our curriculum is 
delivered through the use of topic based 
teaching and tailored to the interests of the 
children. 

 

 

 

We are a small school, with a maximum     
capacity of 56 children. We believe that small 
schools offer excellent educational and    
emotional experiences for children as well as 
facilitating individualised learning and helping 
the nurturing environment that children need 
to develop.  

 

 

 

We currently run four mixed-age classes 
(‘Squirrel Class’ - Pre-school/Reception,  
‘Acorn Class’ - Year 1 and 2, ’Sapling Class’ - 
Year 3 and 4 and  ‘Oak Class’ - Year 5 and 6) 
where children can learn from each other 
and progress at their own pace without the 
stigma of being ‘left behind’. All abilities are 
catered for and we equally support or chal-
lenge those who require it.  

 

 

Flexi-schooling 

Flexi-schooling is offered for those who wish 
to support their child’s education in the 
home environment under the guidance of 
both their teacher and parent/carer.  Please 
speak to the Headteacher for more infor-
mation.  

“There are many strengths in teaching. Teachers plan interesting and challenging activities for pupils with 

different levels of ability.”          Ofsted, June 2016 
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School Environment 

At Michaelchurch, we pride ourselves on    
providing a learning environment not only to 
learn in but to learn from.  Every child is valued 
and achieves in a stimulating, nurturing             
atmosphere. 

Our school is located in a beautiful setting,       
surrounded by mountains, woodland, streams, 
hedgerows and ponds.  We take full advantage of 
our natural environment to give opportunities for 
learning outside right across the curriculum. 

 

 

 

Housed in a traditional Victorian building with 
an additional large free-standing building, the 
school has four modern classrooms, each 
equipped with an interactive whiteboard.    We 
also have a cosy cabin which provides a quiet 
and peaceful additional learning space.   

 

In addition we have access to a modern and well
-equipped hall which provides a fantastic space 
for P.E. and performing arts as well as providing 
a home for our piano.  
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The Curriculum  

Forest Schools  
At Michaelchurch, we are fortunate to have our 
own private forest school site within our school 
grounds.  We also make extensive use of the   
wider environment as our school is situated in an 
area of outstanding natural beauty.  The ethos of 
Forest Schools allows all our learners the time 
and space outdoors to develop individual skills 
and interests through hands on experiences.   

 
Our children enjoy Forest School sessions and 
throughout the seasons are encouraged to man-
age risks in the outdoors through real-life experi-
ences such as using the fire pit and foraging for 
wild food. 

Children with Special Education Needs and  
Disabilities. 
Children with additional needs are identified early 
and supported through a range of strategies     
including differentiated activities in lessons and 
specific intervention programmes provided by our 
talented teaching assistants.  We involve outside 
agencies, such as speech and language specialists 
and the Education Psychology service, as          
necessary. Our SENCO is Mrs Kerry McEnery who 
evaluates and supports any children with special 
needs or disabilities. 

Gifted and Talented Children 
We quickly identify children performing across the 
curriculum at constantly high academic levels. We 
offer enrichment and extension programmes and 
we have the flexibility, where appropriate, to   
allow children to work with another year group to 
ensure they are challenged. 

Relationships and Sex Education  
Relationships and Sex Education is taught in upper 
KS 2 in order to prepare children for the emotion-
al and physical challenges of growing up.  Parents 
are invited to view the teaching programme be-
fore this is taught in school. 
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Behaviour 

We pride ourselves on our children’s very good 
behaviour in school and have had the pleasure of 
receiving many positive comments from people 
outside our school when our children go on visits.  
It was a strength in our last OFSTED inspections; 
“Pupils are polite, courteous and well behaved. 
They are very proud of their achievements and 
their school.”. 

The unique factor about Michaelchurch is the 
way our children all play together through the 
age range.  They care for one another and enjoy 
their time in and out of the classroom. Children 
are rewarded for their good behaviour in a       
variety of ways.   Our parents are kept fully in-
formed if any child behaves inappropriately. 

Attendance Policy 

We hope you will support our school by making 
sure that your child attends each day and is punc-
tual.  If your child is going to be absent from 
school for medical reasons, the school office must 
be informed by 9:10am. We follow Government 
guidelines which state that holidays may not be 
taken in term times.  Attendance figures are regu-
larly monitored by the Governing Body and any 
concerns will be discussed with parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

We offer a wide range of after school activities.   
The clubs change throughout the year and we 
seek to respond to children’s interests.  Clubs are 
run by a range of staff, including specialist practi-
tioners, parents, teachers and teaching assistants. 
The current cost for most after school clubs is £2 
per session. 
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Other Information  

 

Snacks 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children have a free 
piece of fruit each day. All other children may 
bring fruit or vegetables for a snack if they wish. 

 

Uniform 

School uniform is optional.  Green ‘be curious’   t-
shirts and a blue ‘be curious’ hoodies are availa-
ble to purchase if  desired. 

 

School Day 

The school day begins at 8:50am, with the bell 
rung around 8:45am to allow children to hang up 
their coats and bags. Drop-off is possible from 
8:15am when a member of staff is on duty.   

The school day is divided as follows: 

Morning session             8:50 – 12:05 

Afternoon session  12:45 – 2:45 

There is a mid-morning break at 10:15am for 15 
minutes for all children and an afternoon break 
for the younger children. 

When collecting your child at the end of the day, 
please wait in the car park until the children are 
brought up to the gate for release.  This allows all 
the children to be dismissed in a safe and orderly 
fashion.   

When clubs finish, please wait under the 
‘umbrella’ and the club teacher will bring the chil-
dren out  to dismiss. 

 

 

The PTA 

We have a thriving and committed PTA which 
works hard and has fun in supporting the school.  
Family events are planned and all activities raise 
funds to enhance provision for our children. In 
the past 12 months we have held a  very success-
ful Mother’s Day Breakfast, a Halloween party, a 
trip to the Pantomime and a very popular Christ-
mas Fayre. New parents are always made most 
welcome and we value new ideas.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Meals 

Hot meals are provided by Sarah Hardman from 
Food for Thought in Peterchurch. A nutritious 
balanced meal is provided, free of charge for 
those in Key Stage 1 and for a small cost for Key 
Stage 2. Alternatively children can bring packed 
lunches. We encourage healthy eating and would 
ask that chocolate, sweets and fizzy drinks are 
not brought into school.  Water is available 
throughout the school day for children. 
 
Preschool  
Michaelchurch Preschool is open to children from 

2 years to attend five days a week, from 8:45am 

to 2:45pm. Government funding towards 15 

hours/week of care will be accepted. The pre-

school is based in Squirrel Class and benefits from 

a fully qualified primary school teacher and has a 

strong focus on outdoor-based activities.   
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Other Information  

Residential Trips 
Every year the Year 5 and 6 children are invited to 
attend the school residential trip.  Last year they 
visited London and had a fantastic ‘city break’ 
style trip. 

Music and Performances 
We currently have a peripatetic piano teacher 
and recorder teacher who both visit the school 
twice a week.  On a regular basis, families and 
friends are invited into school to celebrate vari-
ous events through a mixture of musical and dra-
matic performances.  One of the highlights is the 
Walking Nativity at Christmas with our ‘real’ don-
key!   

 
 
Equal Opportunities 
We observe the requirements of the Disability 
Discrimination Act.  Our School is accessible to 
wheelchair users.  Annual risk assessments are 
carried out to ensure that we adhere to good 
Health and Safety practice so that our staff and 
children are safe. 
 

 
Staff: 
Headteacher: Mrs Louise Crocker 
Deputy Head/Oak Class Teacher: Mr Gary  
Crocker 
Squirrel Class Teacher: Miss Sarah Rebeck 
Acorn Class Teacher: Miss Rebecca Cook 
Sapling Class Teacher: Miss Georgia Matthews 
Oak Class Teacher: Miss Emma Wallbank 
Senior Teaching Assistant: Mrs Rebekah Lane 
Teaching Assistant: Ms Karen Morris-Dawson 
Teaching Assistant: Mrs Julie Christopher 
School Administrator: Mr Mark  Hollowood 
Cleaner: Ms Rose Howells 
 
Security 
The safety of all pupils is our highest priority and 
entrance to the school is via an electrically con-
trolled gate at the rear of the school. It is essen-
tial for all parents and visitors to report to the 
school office before going into the school build-
ings. Safeguarding guidelines are provided and 
we ask that these are adhered to at all times. 
 
Governors: 
Chair of Governors and Finance: Mrs Rhiannon  
Taylor  
Chair of Curriculum/Safeguarding: Mrs Melanie   
Williams  
Staff Governor: Miss Rebecca Cook 
Co-opted Governor: Ms Karen Morris-Dawson  
Parent Governor:  Mrs Lydia Alexova 
Parent Governor: Mrs Kate Wilks 
LA Governor: Ms Kristan Pritchard  
Headteacher - Mrs Louise Crocker 
Clerk: Ms Sarah Collier  
 

Contact: 

Michaelchurch Escley Primary School 

Michaelchurch Escley  

Herefordshire 

HR2 0PT 

01981 510208 

admin@michaelchurch-escley.hereford.sch.uk 

www.michaelchurch.primary.co.uk 

 

 

Follow us on our Facebook page. 
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Whole school drumming workshop 

Exploring the Escley Brook in Forest School 
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