
Acorn Class 

Writing Long Term Planning 
Writing Cycle 1  

Autumn Term-SEASIDE  

Possible Text Links  Genre  Weeks  Writing  

SEASIDE SENSES POEM- BY ANGELA 
YARDY  

http://www.angelaspoems.webeden.co.uk/seaside-senses-highlighted/4539519104 

 
 

 

Poem 
 
Seaside Senses Poem  

2 Read, learn and perform the poem  

Create a word bank of seaside senses and rhyming 
words. Play the rhyming word game.  

To write a sensory seaside poem. 
https://planbee.com/collections/english/products/seaside-poetry-ks1  
To use alliteration to create tongue-twisters. 

To write a stanza including repetition. 

WINNIE AT THE SEASIDE BY 
VALERIE THOMAS  

Narrative 
 
Postcard 

1 Read the story and create a word bank for your 
postcard. Plan key words.  
Adjectives  

Write a postcard as if you are Winnie at the Seaside.  

HOLIDAY RECOUNT-TWINKL 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/au-t2-e-2195-holiday-recount-writing-sample  

  

Recount 
 
Seaside Recount  

2 To find out about seaside activities. 
https://planbee.com/collections/english/products/the-seaside-recounts  
To write a brief recount of a trip.  

To use ‘and’ to connect words and sentences together. 

To plan a day at the seaside. 

To explore what a recount looks like and write a recount 
of a seaside trip 

To improve a recount using adjectives. 

 

Dialogue  
 
Narrative  
 

2 Children use the title, blurb and cover/endpaper images 
to help predict what will happen in the book and record 
as sentences.  

Children use picture clues to infer what Noi is feeling, 
and record this as a thought bubble.  

Children read and watch information about beached 
whales, collect new words and compose a sentence 
using the words in context.  

http://www.angelaspoems.webeden.co.uk/seaside-senses-highlighted/4539519104
https://planbee.com/collections/english/products/seaside-poetry-ks1
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/au-t2-e-2195-holiday-recount-writing-sample
https://planbee.com/collections/english/products/the-seaside-recounts
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Children orally rehearse sentences and then record 
sentences about how Noi could help the whale.  

Children classify and group sentences by whether they 
are statements, questions, exclamations or commands.  

Children orally rehearse then write a dialogue between 
Noi and Dad using correct punctuation for the type of 
sentence used.  

Children add the suffix -ed to a range of words and use 
the words they have created in a sentence.  
Children are to create expanded noun phrases to 
describe what Noi and Dad come across on their 
journey.  

Children are to write a short narrative about Dad and 
Noi’s journey to take the whale back.  

Children are to orally discuss and then compose 
sentences explaining whether they think that The Storm 
Whale has a happy or a sad ending.  

THE LIGHTHOUSE KEEPER’S LUNCH BY 
RONDA AND DAVID ARMITAGE  

Instructions  
 
Instructions to make the 
Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Lunch  

2 Role Play scenario. Read the Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Lunch and plan a set of instructions to make the 
Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch.  

Bossy verbs. Write a set of instructions to make 
Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch.  

Follow the instructions to make the Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Lunch.  

Setting Description 
 
Seaside Setting 
Description  

1 To make predictions.  
https://www.literacyshedplus.com/en-gb/resource/the-pirates-next-door-by-jonny-duddle-5-7-en-gb  
To explore a text.  

To understand the use of formal and informal 

language.   

https://www.literacyshedplus.com/en-gb/resource/the-pirates-next-door-by-jonny-duddle-5-7-en-gb
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To summarise events.  

To explore descriptive language.  

To apply knowledge of descriptive language.  

To plan a story.  

To write the beginning to a story.  

To complete a story.  
To edit, improve and review writing.  

THE LIGHTHOUSE KEEPER’S LUNCH BY 
RONDA AND DAVID ARMITAGE  

Narrative  
 
The Lighthouse 
Keeper’s Lunch Story 
writing.  

4 Learn and Perform the Story – The Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Lunch  
 

Innovate their own version of The Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Lunch. 
 

Assessment: story. 

WHAT WOULD CHRISTMAS BE WITHOUT 
LOVE? LITERACY SHED 

 

Letter 
 
Letter to Santa  

1 Write a letter to Father Christmas.  
 

Edit, improve and write best copy to send to Santa. 

Spring Term- Animals Great and Small 

Text Links  Genre  Weeks  Writing  
(Eco Week) WHAT A WASTE BY JESS 
FRENCH  

Poster  
 
Persuasive Poster  

1 Read different environmental texts to inform their 
posters.  

Create a poster persuading people to save the 
environment e.g. reduce waste, recycle, save oceans 
etc.  

Non-chronological 
report  

1 Read a variety of non-fiction texts and information from 
different sources about Elephants. Look at the features 
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ELEPHANT BY PAUL MAY  
 

 
Fact Sheet Elephants 
(Inform)   

of a non-chronological report and create a success 
criteria together.  

Play the around the world fact game. Write a non-
chronological report about Elephants. Draft and edit. 
https://planbee.com/collections/english/products/african-tails-english-pack 

FARM ANIMALS BY KATIE 

DAYNES  

Non-Fiction Book  
 
Fact Book (Inform) 

2 Read non-fiction animal books. Make notes of facts. 
Write their own fact book about Safari Animals.  
 

AFRICAN ANIMAL POEMS  

 

 

 

Poetry  1 The class will explore a range of poems featuring African 
animals. They will think about the words, grammar and 
punctuation choices used in poems and the effect they 
have, before writing and performing poems. 
1 Perform and express views about a poem.  
2 Discuss word, grammar and punctuation choices and 
their effect in poems.  
3 Write and perform animal alphabet poems.  
https://planbee.com/collections/english/products/african-tails-english-pack  

WE’RE GOING ON A LION 

HUNT BY DAVID AXTELL  

Description  
 
Setting description  

3 The class will read ‘We’re Going on a Lion Hunt’ by 
David Axtell. They will explore the book and think about 
the descriptive phrases they could use to describe 
pictures of African landscapes and animals.  

Write an African setting description.  
 

Read and discuss We’re Going on a Lion Hunt by David 
Axtell. Identify and use onomatopoeia to describe 
pictures and events. Use descriptive sentences to 
describe a scene. Plan a five part story using a story 
mountain plan. Write a five part story using a story 
mountain plan. Make choices to edit and improve writing.  
https://planbee.com/collections/english/products/african-tails-english-pack 

https://planbee.com/collections/english/products/african-tails-english-pack
https://planbee.com/collections/english/products/african-tails-english-pack
https://planbee.com/collections/english/products/african-tails-english-pack
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HANDA’S SURPRISE BY 

EILEEN BROWNE  

Diary  
 
Diary entry of a 
Character  

2 Whole Class Reading of the story. Thoughts and 
Feelings of the character. Role Play scenarios of the 
story.  

Hot seat character (Handa). Write a diary entry as if you 
are Handa on her journey to deliver fruit to her friend.  

MEERKAT MAIL BY EMILY GRAVETT  Letter (entertain) 1 Write a letter themed around the book ‘Meerkat Mail’ by 
Emily Gravett. The class will become confident with the 
features of postcards and letters as they write their own. 
1.Write a postcard. 2 Identify letter features. 3 Write a 
letter. https://planbee.com/collections/english/products/african-tails-english-pack 
 

Summer Term- Explorers 

Text Links  Genre  Weeks Writing  

Amelia Earhart by Isabel   1 Reading comprehension. Answer questions about 
Amelia Earhart.  
Write a diary entry as if they were Amelia Earhart.  

Diary (Inform)  2 

The Journey by Francesca Senna Non-Chronological 
report (Inform)  

2 Research- read about a country.  

Plan a non-chronological report about a place. This can 
be a leaflet, fact sheet or fact file.  
 

Write a non-chronological report about a country of your 
choice. 

Narrative (Fantasy 
story)  

3 1. A mysterious setting of an imaginary place 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-52471-ks1-fantasy-story-writing-resource-pack  

https://planbee.com/collections/english/products/african-tails-english-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-52471-ks1-fantasy-story-writing-resource-pack
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Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers  2. A main character who has a problem 

3. A resolution where the character's problem is solved 

4. Fantastical characters and magic 

5. A happy ending 

The Smeds and the Smoos by Julia Donaldson 
 

Poetry  1 Poetry with a theme of around the world.  
Read, learn and perform the poem  
Create a word bank of seaside senses and rhyming 
words.  
Play the rhyming word game.  
To write a sensory around the world themed poem. 
 

Grandads Island By Benji Davies  

 

Predict  
 
Description  
 
Letter  

2 Children respond to the title of the text and link to their 
own families (grandads, other grandparents or important 
family members).  
 https://www.literacyshedplus.com/en-gb/resource/grandad-s-island-en-gb  
Children identify what they know about grandad, Syd 
and their relationship from the text. 

Children use role play to explore their predictions about 
where Grandad and Syd are going and what they are 
going to do.  

Children identify words used by the author to describe 
the jungle setting.  

Children write a description of Grandad’s jungle shack.  

Children use role play to imagine jungle life for Grandad 
and Syd.  

Children use VIPERS questions to discuss the story so 
far: with a focus on the feelings of Grandad and Syd.  

https://www.literacyshedplus.com/en-gb/resource/grandad-s-island-en-gb
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Children use hot-seating to explore the significance of 
Grandad’s decision to stay on the island.  

Children write a letter from Grandad to Syd.  

Children use editing stations to improve their writing.  
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Writing Cycle 2  

Autumn Term- Enchanted Forest  

Possible Text Links  Genre  Weeks  Writing  

 
 

Traditional Tales  
 

4/5 
 

To be able to read and retell the story of Little Red 
Riding Hood.  
To be able to sequence events in a story 
To explore the characters in Little Red Riding Hood.  
To be able to write a wanted poster.  
To read and understand an alternative version of Little 
Red Riding Hood. 

 

To become familiar with a traditional tale. 
To sequence the main events in a story 
To be able to follow verbal instructions. 
To identify imperative verbs. 
To understand how time conjunctions are used in 
instructions.  
To understand the structure of instructions. 
To write a set of instructions 
 

 

To retell a traditional tale. 
To use phonic knowledge to write labels and captions. 
To plan a story based on a familiar tale.  
To write a story using a plan. 
To edit and improve writing.  
 

 

To use reading skills to answer questions.  
To use descriptive language when writing. 
To use reasoning to explain why a character should 
choose a property.  
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Description  
 
Narrative  
 
 
Instructions  

3/4  Children will use drama to explore the setting of a deep, 
dark wood. They will then work in partners to verbally 
construct sentences, based on this drama work.  
https://www.literacyshedplus.com/en-gb/resource/the-deep-dark-wood-by-algy-craig-hall-and-ali-pye-en-gb  
Children will write sentences to describe images of dark 
woods and items found here. Children will use capital 
letters and full stops. 

Children will write a set of questions, correctly punctuated, 
to ask to a member of staff, a friend, or a character from 
the story. 

Children will imagine that they have a monster as a best 
friend. They will write a description of their monster. 

Children will sequence stories: The Deep Dark Wood and 

Little Red Riding Hood. Some children will be challenged to 

compare The Deep Dark Wood to other stories such as 

Little Red Riding Hood and The Gruffalo. 

Children will write the story of Little Red Riding Hood from 

the wolf’s point of view. 

Children will make sentences and join these using ‘and’, 
taking notice of any punctuation changes. 

After following a set of instructions to make Gruffalo 
Crumble, children will write simple instructions about what 
they have done. 

Children read about how to care for a pet and use this to 

gather information and begin to write instructions.   

Children write a set of instructions about how to look after 

their monster best friend designed earlier in this unit. 

Poetry  1 Read Bonfire night poems. Learn and perform.  

Identify features of poetry.  

https://www.literacyshedplus.com/en-gb/resource/the-deep-dark-wood-by-algy-craig-hall-and-ali-pye-en-gb
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 Create a word bank of bonfire topic words/ rhyming  

Write, read and edit their poems.  

Dear Greenpeace and  Dear Zoo 

 

   

Letter 1 Show chn front cover of Dear Greenpeace. Ask them 
what they notice, i.e. it is similar to Dear Zoo, it has 
letters in it! Read it to chn noticing that all the letters start 
with Dear, while Emily’s end with Love, and letters from 
Greenpeace end with Yours sincerely – explain that this 
a formal way to end a letter, used if you don’t know 
someone. 

Writing questions 

Dear Greenpeace – writing letters about endangered 
animals 

Replying to a letter   

Spring Term- Castles, Knight, Kings and Queens  

Text Links  Genre  Weeks  Writing  

 

Letter  2 Read letters and find the features. Make a success 
criteria for letter writing.  

Write questions to ask the queen.  

Write about yourself.  

To write the beginning of a letter to the Queen.  

To write the middle of a letter to the Queen. 

To write the end of a letter to the Queen. 

To read, edit and improve. Write best copy to send to the 
Queen.  

Narrative  3 Castle setting word bank  
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Castle setting description  

Who could live in a castle? Character description  

Castle on the hill  

Write the beginning of the story  

Write the middle of the story  

Write the end of the story.  

Read, edit and improve.  

 

Non-chronological 
report  

2 Research castles and make notes of facts  

Read a non-chronological report and identify the features  

Plan the layout of a non-chronological report.  

Write a non-chronological report for castles.  

 2 To predict events in a story and infer what might happen 
next 

To sequence events in a story/To summarise a story. 

To explore and understand present and past tenses 

To use expanded noun phrases to expand and specify 

To apply knowledge of adjectives to describe a setting 

To plan a story 

To write the beginning to a story 
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 To write the middle to a story 

To write the ending to a story 

To edit and improve my own work 

 

Spells  1 To be able to read, understand and discuss spells and 
potions. 

To be able to perform a text with the context and 
audience in mind.  

To apply phonic knowledge to write words. 

To be able to use phonic knowledge to write sentences. 

To celebrate our writing 

 

Summer Term- The Great Fire of London 

Text Links  Genre  Weeks Writing  

 Description   To read about the Great Fire of London. Make notes.  

Write adjectives to describe the fire.  

Write a description of the fire starting.  

Diary  2 To understand the importance of diaries when finding out 
about the past.  

To identify the features of a diary.  

To learn how to use our senses to describe our 
surroundings.  
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To plan a diary entry. 

To write a diary entry. 

A Fire Began Poetry CS  Poetry  2 Read poems about The Great Fire of London, learn and 
perform them.  

Answer questions about the poems  

Identify the features of the poem  

Write a poetry word bank with rhyming words.  

Plan, write and edit their GFOL poems.  

 

Newspaper 2 To be able to punctuate sentences correctly using capital 
letters and full stops.  

To be able to order events chronologically.  

To be able to identify the features and language of a 
newspaper report. 

To be able to plan a newspaper report.  

To be able to write a newspaper report on the Great Fire 
of London. 


