
Michaelchurch Escley Primary School Local Offer 

 

Michaelchurch is a small, caring school where all children can feel safe, confident 

and enjoy learning. The school aims to provide excellent education for all children so 

that they can be confident and fulfilled learners prepared for adult life. Due to our 

small size, every child is seen as an individual and their experience of education will 

be tailored to suit their unique needs, regardless of whether they have additional 

educational needs. Small classes and consistent longer-term relationships with 

teachers (due to multi-age classes) allow teachers at Michaelchurch Escley Primary 

School to have a clear appreciation of individual children’s needs and mean that staff 

are well placed to respond swiftly to any changes that may occur. We have an 

inclusive ethos where children’s individual strengths, interests and prior experiences 

are valued and also have influence over the direction taken by our project-based 

learning as part of the International Primary Curriculum.  

 

As a school community, we are able to offer a range of provision to support children 

with communication and interaction needs; cognition and learning difficulties; social, 

emotional and mental health needs; or sensory and physical needs. 

 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) will first be addressed through 

Quality First Teaching in the mainstream classroom and then through a range of 

support and interventions tailored to individual needs, as assessed by internal staff 

and external agencies. Our aim is to ensure that learners achieve individual success 

within a mainstream context and all support should be seen in this context. 

 

Information and Guidance: 
Who should I contact to discuss my child’s needs? 

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator 
 
Emma Wallbank 
 
Tel: 01981 510208 
Email: ewallbank@michaelchurch-
escley.hereford.sch.uk 
 
 
SEN Governor: Rhiannon Taylor 
 

If you have any information or concerns 
about your child’s needs or access to 
learning, you should contact the 
SENCo. She is responsible for co-
ordinating and monitoring provision for 
students with SEND. 
 
The SEN Governor is responsible for 
supporting the school to evaluate and 
develop the quality and impact of 
provision for students with SEN across 
the school. 

 

Identifying SEND: 
How can I find out how many child is doing? 

If your child is already receiving support with an identified area of SEND: 
● Progress will be reported and discussed with parents, at least once per 

term, for example at parent-teacher meetings. These meetings will be held 



more often if deemed appropriate for monitoring how a child’s individual 
needs are being met. 

● Formal review meetings are held for students with Statements/Education 
Health and Care Plans. Parents, students and relevant external agencies 
will be invited to these reviews. At these meetings, the impact of support 
offered is considered along with progress towards targets set. Support 
arrangements will be revised and updated accordingly. The outcomes of 
these meetings are formally recorded and sent to SEND Casework Officers 
at Herefordshire County Council. 

● If you or your child have concerns about school progress then please 
contact the class teacher or Headteacher.  

● We aim to be approachable for contact by email, telephone, or in person for 
informal updates about progress and concerns. Each child also has a 
Contact Book which can act as a daily communication opportunity. 

We believe that children and parents must be actively involved in decision making 
with regards to wishes, support and goals. The views of children and their parents 
are also important when judging whether any individual support is having the 
desired effect and how it can be improved. 
If you are concerned about your child’s progress but they do not currently receive 
support with an identified area of SEND: 

● Understanding of a child’s needs will grow with time and be aided by:  
● regular assessments (through observation or daily activities in the 

classroom for example);  
● planning appropriate individual support and outcomes;  
● acting to reduce barriers to learning and provide quality teaching; 
● reviewing progress towards agreed outcomes and making adjustments 

as necessary.  
● This information must be recorded in school to allow for review by 

parents, teachers and the Local Authority. 
● Progress will be reported and discussed with parents, at least once per 

term, for example at parent-teacher meetings.  
● If you or your child have concerns about school progress then please 

contact the class teacher or Headteacher.  
● We aim to be approachable for contact by email, telephone, or in person for 

informal updates about progress and concerns. Each child also has a 
Contact Book which can act as a daily communication opportunity. 

● If a teacher has concerns that a child may have SEND, then parents will 
always be informed and invited to discuss the support that should be put in 
place. 

● Early assessment tools are available within school to make accurate 
assessments of SEND, so that appropriate support can be put in place in a 
timely manner. 

● Sometimes further assessment is necessary involving local authority, health 
or social care. Parents and children will always be involved in this process. 
Referrals may be made to a variety of agencies, including:  

● Advisory teaching services for the hearing impaired, visually impaired, 
or physically disabled 

● Educational Psychologist 
● Paediatricians 
● Speech and Language Therapy 



● Occupational Therapy 
● Physiotherapy 
● Local Authority Special School Outreach support, including ASD and 

behavioural support 
● Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services 
● Child Development Centre 
● Early Help 
● Young Carers 
● Special Educational Needs and Disability Independent Parental 

Supporters Service 
 

Ongoing Review: 
How will progress be monitored? 

● A yearly SEN Information Report will document how the school is making 
provision for children with SEN and what progress is being made. 

● Teachers complete regular assessments and keep up to date monitoring 
records in order to identify whether child are making appropriate progress 
and any gaps in their attainment. 

● Whole school progress is monitored by the Headteacher, including 
comparison with national data. This contributes to the identification of 
children who are not making the expected progress, as well as widening 
gaps in attainment between peers. 

● Special Educational Needs provision across the school will be co-ordinated 
and monitored by the SENCo in conjunction with class teachers, teaching 
assistant and the Headteacher. 

● For students with high needs, plans with long term and short-term targets 
will be set up which prioritise key areas to be addressed and by which 
progress can be measured. These will be developed with input from 
students and parents. In cases where external agencies are involved, their 
advice and recommendations will be included in support programmes. 

 

Curriculum and Teaching Methods: 
What type of support is available for children with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities? 

The basis of all support must always be good quality teaching in the classroom. 
This is known as ‘Quality first Teaching’. Daily planning takes into account 
individual students’ needs and requirements. Differentiation is approached in a 
range of ways to support access to the curriculum and ensure that all student s 
experience both challenge and success in their learning. 

● Children with SEN should be included in the daily teaching and life of the 
school. Multi-age classes facilitate learning with peers of different ages and 
adapting for individual needs within topic-based learning, ideally suits 
children with SEN. 

● If additional support is required then this may be facilitated in conjunction 
with the SEN coordinator. This may involve alternative teaching 
approaches, different equipment, and pastoral support to listen to children 
with SEN who may be having emotional difficulties. Michaelchurch Escley 



Primary School prides itself on caring and respectful relationships with 
children. 

● Children with high levels of need, for example with physical and mental 
health difficulties, will have an Education and Health Care plan drawn up 
with families by the local authority to facilitate integrated care planning. 

● If a child requires health or alternative access needs then we must make 
reasonable adjustments for this. 

 


