
 

Explore it: Find out more about the 
tsunami that struck the Indian Ocean on 
Boxing Day 2004 or in Japan in 2011. 
What damage occurred and what support 
did the rest of the world offer to the areas 
affected?  

 

Investigate it: investigate the effect of different 
sized earthquakes. Drop the wooden block 
from different heights above the water and 
observe the difference in the height and speed 
of the resulting wave.  

 

Investigate it: Collect samples of different 
kinds of rocks (igneous, metamorphic and 
sedimentary) What differences can you see in 
them? Can you find a way to test their 
strength?  

 

Talk it: What would you gather up if you were 
told to leave your house? What would you 
least like to leave behind? If you lived in a 
tsunami risk area, which kinds of things would 
you pack into a tsunami survival kit?  

 
 

Report it: Create a news bulletin about the 
aftermath of a tornado – interview 
eyewitnesses and use maps to show the 
path of the tornado’s course. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Play it: Play Volcanoes Top Trumps, 
comparing features of volcanoes around the 
world.  
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Compose it: Earthquakes are noisy! Use 
tuned and untuned musical instruments to 
compose a soundtrack for an earthquake. 
What sounds might you hear and how can 
these be represented musically?  

 
 
 
 
 

Model it: Use paper mache or Modroc™ 
to create a realistic volcano model. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Write it: Look at the sink-hole image again. 

Write a news article as if the hole has just 

appeared in your town/village. Write a story 

about what you found when you dug the hole. 

 
Link it: Use the Volcano Simulation by 
Cosmeo to explore how different volcanoes 
erupt in different ways depending on the 
viscosity and gas content of magma. 
 
 
 
 
 

Act it: Create a news bulletin reporting 
from an area hit by a tsunami. Interview 
eye witnesses and explain what has 
happened to your audience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Link it: Visit Volcano Discovery to find out 
which volcanoes are erupting now. 
https://www.volcanodiscovery.com/erupting_vo
lcanoes.html 

Visit Teachable Moments (British Geological 
Society) to find out about recently occurring 
earthquakes. Use the data sheets to see how 
real life data reports of earthquakes are used 
to map out affected areas.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Make it: create a simple cardboard model of 
a volcano labelled with key vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 

Build it: Build your own TIV (tornado 
intercept vehicle) – use a powerful hair-
dryer to test the strength of it!  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Design it: Use cocktail sticks and 
marshmallows (or play dough) to create 
buildings to test in earthquake situations. A 
large roasting tin of jelly makes an ideal 
earthquake simulator!  

 

Sort it: Use database software to create a 
database of facts about volcanoes around the 
world.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Write it: Write a shape poem in the shape 
of a tornado, using powerful verbs to 
describe the actions of a tornado.  

  

Explore it: Find out about some famous 
volcanic eruptions around the world – 
Mount Vesuvius & the destruction of 
Pompeii, Mount St Helens (1980).  

 

 

Model it: Use modelling clay, shells and 
plaster of Paris to create their own fossils. 
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